[Isolation of monoclonal antibodies for the identification of strains of the causative agent of plague that do not contain a capsular antigen].
In most cases the immunological identification of Y. pestis strains is based on the use of capsular antigen as an immunological marker. However, there are Y. pestis strains without capsular antigen. For the immunological identification of such strains, homogeneous antigen with a molecular weight of 43 KD has been isolated and monoclonal antibodies to it have been obtained. The enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay, carried out with the use of these monoclonal antibodies and intended for the detection of antigen with a molecular weight of 43 KD, has been developed. The sensitivity of the assay is about 10 ng/ml.